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SHU AAUP ADVOCACY CHAPTER STATEMENT 
ON SUSPENSION OF ASIAN STUDIES M.A. PROGRAM


The decision to suspend the Asian Studies Masters Program as the result of a new program review process – one which ignores principles of shared governance – undermines Seton Hall's commitment to DEI. At a time of rising violence and discrimination against Asians and Asian Americans, it is appalling to watch Seton Hall suspend a well-established Asian Studies Program, with a history going back to 1945, committed to international scholarly cooperation and cross-cultural exchange. 

The decision’s substance robs Asia and Asians of attention; the APSA process, which ignored the voices of Asian and Asian American Seton Hall community members and the expertise of Asian Studies faculty and faculty in affiliated programs, refused them time to make new plans, and neglected to consider their response, was neither transparent, nor welcoming, nor inclusive. 

We also observe that while other universities prioritize BIPOC hiring, employ cluster hires for tenure-track positions, and strengthen ethnic and area studies programs, the decision to suspend the Asian Studies program is part of a broader failure to support interdisciplinary programs dedicated to research and curriculum that reflect the experiences of People of Color. For several years, Asian Studies Programs, the Africana Studies Program and Latinx Studies within the Latin American and Latino/a Studies Program have faced challenges in staffing and curriculum development related to insufficient tenured and tenure-track faculty.

To promote the principles of shared governance, to make a genuine commitment to DEI, and to acknowledge the centrality of faculty expertise on questions of DEI and to the University’s educational mission, the Seton Hall Chapter of the AAUP urges you to reverse your decision to suspend the Asian Studies MA Program and appropriately invest in it and in other academic programs that address questions of race, identity, and culture.
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